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Wyoming ’s 84th CST trains for disaster

By Army 1st Sgt. John Dowdy

Members of the Wyoming National Guard’s
84th Civil Support Team (Weapons of Mass
Destruction) conducted nine days of advanced
emergency services training in March at the Texas
Engineering Extension (TEEX) Service training
institute in College Station, Texas.

The Wyoming contingent included members
of the 84th CST, two civilian firefighters from Chey-
enne and two Air National Guard members from
the Wyoming Air Guard’s 153rd Civil Engineering
Squadron.

With help from professional staff members at
TEEX, 84th members studied urban search and res-
cue, hazardous materials, high-angle rescue, confined
space extraction, public health and weapons of mass
destruction terrorism.

And they practiced it, too. For example, one
morning was filled with rescue-rigging refresher
training for a confined-space extraction. That was fol-
lowed by additional confined-space rescue scenarios
that required the team to hoist and lower patients to
medical teams on the ground using tripods.

The Wyoming Guard members and civilian

CSTs were there for...

ami’sgun Life Stadium. Florida’ls 44th
CST was on the ground and poised to

counterparts also exercised on building collapses —
from industrial to office to home — as well as train
derailments and rubble piles.

The 84th interacted with experienced teams
such as the New York City Fire Department Task
Force, which recently helped save six lives within col-
lapsed structures in Port au Prince, Haiti.

Members of the 84th said it was nice to be able
to train with teams who have the “been there, done
that” stamp of approval.

Actual deployments for the 84th have in-
cluded operations during the Democratic National
Convention in Denver, Colo., response to white
powder reports at the state capitol, and identifying
hazardous waste and debris mapping during the relief
efforts of the Hurricane Ike aftermath.

The 84 CST is designed to assist civilian first
responders during emergency situations and disas-
ters locally, nationally and internationally.

The team is comprised of Wyoming Army and
Air National Guard service members and can rapidly
deploy to suspected or actual terrorist attacks, natural
disasters and other emergency situations in support
oflocal first responders. |

-Dowdy is the first sergeant for the 84th CST

support civil authorities.

..a J[hli at
Camp Williams, Utah, March
25, 2010, that resulted in 1"
employees being sent to the
hospital for treatment. Utah’s
85th conducted a sweep of the building

maripeople of Salem
m, to survey the

scene after evidence of bomb
making materials was found
there in February 2010.
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the University of New
Hampshire’s Durham
campus in December 20089.
The 12th CST played a

crucial role in identifying a potentially
lethal strain of anthrax. It detected
traces of gastrointestinal anthrax at the
United Campus Ministry Center there. It
provided on-scene support to include

BNew Year’s Eve celebrationsiy

’ CST stood
New York. New York's 2nd tamination operations. It collected 46

i i illion 4By
ready to assist as an estimated mi oS, s
people partied in Times Square. samples from Africa oS

to identify the suspected source of the
symptoms.
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entry teams, a mobile lab and decon-



enter. Two yielded positie results. A
hird positive sample came from an
electrical outlet.

P massive fire at a refine
near SanJuan, P.R.,in October 2009
to monitor air quality.

after it struck
southeast Texas in September
2008. Texas’ 6th and South
Dakota’s 82nd CSTs were direct-
ed to provide environmental quality
support. The units helped identify
substances that washed ashore along

the coast or had been displaced o the
mainland, and advise civilian authorities
on substance disposal.

m in February

2008. Nevada 92nd CST

received their first real-

world opportunity to use
their military training and expertise at
this potential weapon of mass destruc-
tion incident when an unknown sub-
stance was discovered in a Las Vegas
hotel suite.
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« Identify Chemical, Biologi-
cal, Radiological, and Nuclear
agents and substances, assess
current and projected conse-
quences, advise on response
measures and assist with re-
quests for additional support

» Operations mandated by state

« Receive more than 600 hours
of high-tech training by agen-
cies such as Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency,
Departments of Energy and
Justice, and the Environmental
Protection Agency

« 57 CSTs are located in each
state and U.S. territory and
Washington D.C.; two in Cali-
fornia, New York and Florida

« 55 certified CSTs, remaining
two in certification program
during FY10.

« Under control of the governor,
alert and on standby 24/7/1365

« Deployable within 90 minutes
(advance team); main body
deployable within three hours

ment including a specialized/
secure communications ve-
hicle (Unified Command Suite),
and a mobile analytical labora-
tory system with a full suite of
chemical, biological, and radio-
logical analysis equipment

I « Operates high tech equip-
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Maritime tr
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By Air Force Master Sg
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Dirty bombs can come
pros at detecting the bad stuff
Teams — need to be able to op

That was the impetus fc
in northeast Florida involving
and the U.S. Coast Guard alor

Members of the Florid:
to the U.S. Coast Guard Static
March 10 and spent the aftern
information.

Members of the 44th C
tion of chemical, biological, rz
rials — briefed the Coast Guar
what to expect if they discoves
with chemical agents. The Co:
the 44th CST members on tec
time vessels.

Maj. Michael Ladd, the
that the joint training exercise
portant professional partnerst

“We see this as the begi
relationship,” he said. “This is
point; we're going over how w
equipment and our experts or
detection mission.”

Training the 44th CST
important since Florida has a
miles, and Ladd said they nee
sions which could involve a ct

“With as much Florida
doesn’t take too much imagin:

scenario where this may apply

Throughout the afterno
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aining forges partnership with

rd and U.S.

t. Thomas Kielbasa
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by land or by sea. And the

— the Guard’s Civil Support
erate in both environments.
r a recent training exercise
the Florida National Guard
g Florida’s coastline.
 Guard’s 44th CST traveled
n Mayport near Jacksonville
oon training and exchanging

ST - all experts in the detec-
diological and nuclear mate-
] on their CST mission and
ed a ship was contaminated
1st Guard in turn instructed
hniques for boarding mari-

44th CST’s commander, said
was just the start of an im-
1ip between the two agencies.
nning of a much more robust
just at the tactical level at this
e would get our detection

1 board (a ship) to do that

in maritime operations is
coastline of more than 1,100
1 to be prepared for any mis-
iemical or terrorist threat.
coastline as we've got, it
ative thinking to think up a

” he added.

on the Guardsmen practiced

Coast Guard

boarding techniques of several different Coast Guard ships,
from small inflatable rafts to a 175-foot cutter.

Lt. Cmdr. Mark Kuperman, Incident Division
Management chief for U.S. Coast Guard Sector Jackson-
ville, said the purpose of the boarding training was to give
the CST members a sense of how to move themselves and
their detection equipment from one ship to another while
at sea or in the river.

“They need to be able to operate in that maritime
environment,” he said. “If they can do it with our ships that
are smaller, they won't have a problem doing it on a larger
vessel”

Kuperman, who observed all the training and of-
fered his expertise on maritime operations to the CST, said
he hoped the exercise would continue to foster a strong
relationship between the National Guard and the U.S.
Coast Guard.

“The ability that the 44th brings is not just as a
National Guard component, but they are also linked into
the state of Florida,” he said. “So, for an emergency re-
sponse organization like the U.S. Coast Guard, this brings
a tremendous amount of versatility in that we're able to tie
in to both state and federal partnerships simultaneously in
working with the 44th”

Boatswain’s Mate Justin Pickler, who delivered the
44th CST members by boat to the larger ships at the Coast
Guard station, said it was just a good opportunity for his
team to meet the civil support team and learn about their
mission.

“It’s always nice training with other agencies,” Pick-
ler said. “(We see) how they do things on their side of the

house, and they see how we do things on our side of the
house”
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